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Thank you, Friends of  the Foundation... 
Friends of the Foundation are a group of legal and financial
professionals, as well as local businesses, working with the 
Foundation to empower Catholic individuals, just like you, to 
express their faith through giving.

Cal & Catherine Bellamy

T E D  M U T A  A D V E R T I S I N G

  UT 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
We are so very excited to share our first annual report with you.  Thank you for your support, this year 

and every year.    This past fiscal year has been one of transformation for the Catholic Foundation.  We 

launched our first grant-making fund.  We transitioned the management of our assets to Lakeside Wealth 

Management.  We underwent our first audit.  We are growing to better support your needs. 
 

We ended the fiscal year with $3.8 million in assets.  Beneficiaries of our endowment funds received 

more than $65,000 in distributions this past year, an increase of 27% over 2016.  These dollars funded 

meaningful projects and provided scholarships across our Diocese. 
 

Our grant-making Mercy Fund is nearing the $100,000 mark and will begin to award its first grants in 2018 

for new and expansion projects engaged in acts of mercy: caring for the poor and marginalized, bringing 

hope to the hopeless, protecting those too young or too old to advocate for themselves.  Moving beyond the 

typical model of grant making, the Catholic Foundation seeks to work alongside applicants and grantees to 

cultivate project ideas and create innovative ways to work collaboratively throughout our Diocese. 
    

The Catholic Foundation offers a unique perspective in Northwest Indiana: we are Catholic.  We are here to 

connect Catholic donors with Catholic parishes, schools, and ministries in ways that make the most sense 

for them.   We are here for you.  

Consider your own philanthropic legacy and how it can advance the ministry of your Catholic faith.  A gift 

through the Catholic Foundation will reflect your faith and benefit your favorite Catholic church or ministry 

forever.  Let’s work together to create your legacy of faith today.    

 

Yours in Christ,  

Most Reverend Donald J. 

Hying, Bishop of Gary

Liz Metts
Executive Director



4

Create a Legacy, 
Founded in 2008, the Foundation was created for each of you, to empower you in your long term giving 

goals to support your parish, parish school, or favorite Catholic ministry. 

There are many ways that you give of your time, talent, and treasure to your church: you volunteer your 

precious time, you give generously through weekly offerings and the annual CSA.  The Foundation exists 

to give you another giving option that will allow your gift to last forever!

To help you understand how the Foundation works, think of an apple orchard.  Imagine a large grove of 

mature trees, heavy with fruit.  In the same way that an apple is quickly eaten, a one-time gift may be

instantly depleted.  But if you save a seed from that apple and plant a tree, nourish and care for that tree, 

it will mature to produce fruit year after year. 
 

In the same way, when you give through the Foundation, you plant a tree by establishing a fund that is 

permanently invested.  Its earnings will be directed as grants to the Catholic parish or ministry of your 

choice, and over time it will grant far more money than the value of the initial gift, and will continue to give. 
 

Each of you has the power to make a lasting gift.  Whether you give $5 to an existing fund or make a gift of 

$5,000 to start a new fund, Leaving a gift to the Foundation in your estate plan is a beautiful way to ensure 

that your legacy continues to bear fruit forever.  

    

 

  

Giving Today to
   Serve Tomorrow
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There are Many Ways to Give, 

Cash

Cash is one of the easiest ways to make a charitable 

contribution. A cash contribution can be a check, money 

order or cashier’s check. You can either establish an 

endowment fund or give to an existing fund.

Securities

Gifts of securities are accepted by the Catholic Foundation. 

The securities may be given so that the donor receives a 

tax deduction equal to the fair market value of the donated 

assets while avoiding capital gains tax on the donated 

assets. The Catholic Foundation will work with you to 

facilitate the donation of both marketable and closely held 

securities. Donors whose gifts are matched by a company 

will receive credit for the matching amount.

IRA Charitable Rollover

If you are over the age of 70 1/2, you must take a required 

minimum distribution from your IRA. Normally, this 

distribution is taxed as ordinary income. However, federal 

legislation currently allows you to make a direct distribution 

from your IRA to a qualified charity, such as the Catholic 

Foundation. Such distributions, while not subject to 

income tax, will still count toward fulfilling your required 

minimum distribution.

Bequest

A bequest in your will is one of the simplest ways to make 

a charitable gift. You can specify an amount or percentage 

from your estate naming the Catholic Foundation to 

permanently benefit your designated parish, school, or 

other Diocesan entity or ministry forever.

Sample bequest language:

I give, devise, and bequeath to The Catholic Foundation 

for Northwest Indiana, the sum of $_____ (or percentage 

or a description of the specific asset), for the benefit of The 

Catholic Foundation for Northwest Indiana and its general 

purposes.

Or

I give, devise, and bequeath to The Catholic Foundation 

for Northwest Indiana, the sum of $_____ (or percentage 

or a description of the specific asset), for the creation of a 

permanent endowment fund for the benefit of NAME OF 

PARISH, SCHOOL, OR MINISTRY to be administered by 

The Catholic Foundation for Northwest Indiana.

Memorial Gifts

Making a donation in memory of someone special reflects 

your desire to make a lasting impact on the lives of others, 

just as your honoree has done.  You may also include the 

desire for memorial gifts to be made in your name as part 

of your final plans.  Whether to establish a named endowed 

fund or encourage others to make individual gifts to an 

existing fund in your memory or that of special someone, 

contributions will make a difference for the Catholic cause 

closest to your or your loved one’s heart.

Life Insurance

Life insurance is an easy way to make a significant contri-

bution. You may give a policy that is no longer needed, take 

out a new policy, or name the Catholic Foundation as a 

beneficiary of an existing policy. Direct the proceeds, cash 

value of policy, or any portion of it to benefit your designat-

ed parish, school, or other Diocesan entity or ministry.

Retirement Accounts

The Catholic Foundation may be designated as the ben-

eficiary under a donor’s qualified retirement plan benefits, 

including IRAs, 401(k)s, 403(b)s, and Keogh (HR-10) plans. 

Retirement benefits may be the most tax-efficient way to 

make a gift to the Foundation.
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Anne Verbecke Lay Ecclesial Ministry Endowment 

Provides scholarships to students enrolled in the Diocese 

of Gary Lay Ecclesial Ministry program who have 

financial need.

Bishop Carl Mengeling School Endowment

Supports the work of Nativity of Our Savior School 

in Portage.

Bishop Dale J. Melczek Fund for Andrean High School

Provides scholarship support to Gary Diocese Catholic 

students in need attending Andrean High School.

Bishop Dale J. Melczek Fund for Bishop Noll Institute

Provides scholarship support to Gary Diocese Catholic 

students in need attending Bishop Noll Institute.

Bishop Dale J. Melczek Fund for Marquette 

High School

Provides scholarship support to Gary Diocese Catholic 

students in need attending Marquette High School.

Bishop Grutka Scholarship Fund for North American 

College: Rome

Supports the education and formation of Diocese of Gary 

seminarians attending North American College.

Camp Lawrence Endowment

Supports Camp Lawrence’s operational expenses and 

capital improvements.

Cathedral of the Holy Angels Endowment

Supports the Cathedral’s operational needs and 

capital expenses.

Catholic Charities Diocese of Gary Endowment

Supports the general services and needs of 

Catholic Charities.

Catholic Foundation Operating Endowment

Supports the general operations of the 

Catholic Foundation.

Diocese of Fort-Liberté, Haiti

Our Sister Diocese, Diocese of Fort-Liberté in Haiti, 

endowment supports educational efforts in the poorest 

diocese in Haiti.

St. Thomas More School Endowment

Supports the St. Thomas More parish school in Munster.

St. Thomas More-Andrean Scholarship Endowment

Provides a St. Thomas More student with a scholarship 

to Andrean High School.

St. Vincent de Paul Society Endowment

Supports charitable services/activities of the Catholic 

Communities’ St. Vincent de Paul Society, Wanatah.

Current Funds, 
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Diocese of Gary Scholarship for Andrean High School 

Supports Gary Diocese Catholic students in need attending 

Andrean High School.

Diocese of Gary Scholarship for Bishop Noll Institute

Supports Gary Diocese Catholic students in need attending 

Bishop Noll Institute.

Diocese of Gary Priests’ Retirement Endowment

This endowment provides supplemental support to the 

priests’ retirement plan

Diocese of Gary Seminarian Fund

Supports the education and formation of Diocese of 

Gary seminarians.

Helen Pukoszek Scout Educational Scholarship 

Endowment

Provides scholarships for two boys (one high school, one 

college) currently registered in Troop 542.

Holy Name Society Scholarship

Supports an annual college scholarship awarded to a 

graduating high school senior from Sacred Heart Parish 

in La Porte.

Joseph Hagenow/Justin Tylka Memorial Scholarship 

Endowment

Supports an annual college scholarship awarded to a 

Catholic Communities’ high school senior.

Mercy Fund Endowment

The first grant-making fund of the Catholic Foundation, the 

Mercy Fund was established in 2016 to support projects 

engaged in acts of mercy throughout the Diocese of Gary.

Nativity of Our Savior Church Endowment

This endowment provides for the care and maintenance of 

the church buildings.

St. Mary Crown Point Altar and Rosary Society 

Endowment

This endowment supports the charitable works of the Altar 

and Rosary Society of St. Mary Church, Crown Point.

St. Mary Griffith Church Endowment

This endowment supports the operating needs of 

this church.

St. Mary Griffith School Endowment

This endowment supports the operating needs of St. Mary 

School, Griffith.

St. Matthias Parish Endowment

This endowment supports the facilities and ministries of 

St. Matthias Church.

St. Matthias Religious Education Endowment

Supports St. Matthias’ faith formation program.

St. Michael the Archangel Cemetery Endowment

This endowment provides for the care and maintenance 

of the parish cemetery.

St. Stanislaus Kostka School Endowment

Supports the St. Stanislaus Kostka School in 

Michigan City.

St. Teresa of Avila College Scholarship Endowment

Provides one scholarship each to a sophomore, junior 

and senior attending Valparaiso University, and one to a 

graduating high school senior registered at St. Teresa 

and attending college at VU or elsewhere.

 

These funds have been established by various donors, including a fund established by gifts from 

the Foundation’s board of  directors. You can give to any of  these funds, or start your own. 
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Donor Honor Roll 
Joe and Annette Allegretti

Anthony Alonzo

Lee Alvarez

Mary Andree

Samuel and Lisa Anserello

Blanca Aranda

John and Jeanne Austgen

Deacon John and Carole Bacon

Ed and Terri Bailey

Kelly Barenie

Susan Barriball

Brent Bassett

Robert Bednarek

Cal and Catherine Bellamy

Ron and Noreen Bickel

Ronald and Theresa Biggs

Matt and Lucia Bim-Merle

Rev. Gregory Bim-Merle

Mark Blane

Diana Blissmer

Stacia Bolakowski

Tony and Adela Bonta

Scott Haislip and Theresa Bosak

Debbie Bosak

Kathy Brill

Richard and Gradies Broughton

Gregg Brunclik

Burke Costanza & Carberry LLP

Beth Burks

Liz Bushemi

M. Therese Carey

Deacon Jim and Martha Caristi

Carmelite Home

Andy Carrillo

Mary Ann Carter

Catholic Order of Foresters

Kurt and Betty Catterlin

David and Julia Chary

Rev. Tony Chojnacki

Erin Ciszczon

Dennis and Kitty Conley 

Connie Cooper

Sharon Darrell

Diocese of Gary

Mike Dolder

Rev. Stanley Dominik

Pat Downes

Mike and Lorraine Dreske

Kevin and Lisa Driscoll

Kathy Dull

Karl and Marjorie Dytrych

Renee Ellis

Lauren Ema

Carla Estrada

Bill and Monica Ference

Tricia Fessler

Anna Flores

Alfredo Flores-Carrillo

Gary Foster

Fulmer Family Services

Janet Furman

Tina Fussell

Yolanda Garza

Deacon Edwin and Janice Gatons

Rev. Pat Gaza

Rev. Robert Gehring

Loretta Gettes

Gary Gettes

Frances Ginther

Valerie Goode

Betty Grady

Deacon Stephen and Ana Grandfield

Leonard Gregorczyk

Dan Gregorczyk

Deacon Tom and Marilyn Gryzbek

Deacon Dennis and Janet Guernsey

Daniel and Lisa Guzman

Kenneth Hanisko

Paul and Amanda Hartleib

Sheila Hawks

Tom Hendrix

Jen Heric

Barb Heric

Jeffrey Herr

David Herr

Deacon Michael and Margie Hogan

Grace Hopkins

Horizon Trust & Investment 

Management

Deacon Ralph and Marilyn Huber

Rev. Kevin Huber

Jerry and Carol Hughes

Jim and Beverly Hutton

Most Reverend Donald J. Hying

Bob Hynes

Fay Iorio

Ken and Caren Jankowski

Deacon Mark and Jane Jansen

Cecilia Kajer

Keilman, Austgen & Sinal PC

Rev. David Kelly

Kathleen Kelly

Diane Kepa

Susan Kirchgessner

Dan Klein

Karen Klimczyk

Sue Kresich

Megan Kuc

Ladies of Sacred Heart

Kathy Lafakis

Lakeside Wealth Management

Renee Long

Tony and Jacqueline Los

Deacon Daniel and 

Barbara Lowery

Carol Macinga

Dr. Joseph and Carole 

Majchrowicz

Rebecca Maskovich

Rev. Kevin McCarthy

Patrick McDevitt

Patti McLaughlin

Angela McManigal

Robert and Valerie McManus

Joel Mehling

Bishop Emeritus Dale J. Melczek

Rory Melendes

Jim Metro

Drew and Liz Metts
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For our donors between July 1, 2016 and June 30, 2017, we extend a sincere and heartfelt 

thank you to each and every one you.  Every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of  this 
report. If  your name has been omitted, misspelled, or misplaced, we sincerely apologize. 

Linda Milzarek

Becky Minich

Rev. Thomas Mischler

Susan Mitchell

Jorie Moberly

Robert Moll

Jeff and Kim Morton

Reeny Mulcahy

Paul Mullaney

Casey and Diana Murray

Ted Muta Advertising

Deacon Phil Muvich

Carol Mytyk

Dave and Vanessa Negrete

Nicole Nalepa

Nativity of Our Savior Parish

Dave and Eileen Nelson

Marian Nicksich

Deacon Brian and Marlene Nosbusch

Bette Novak

Bob and Janie Nowak

Oak Partners

Giovanne O’Donahue

Eileen O’Shea

Cindy Patrick

Carol Perosky

Tim and Tammy Pivarnik

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ

Jack Potter

Barry, Judith and Pam Poull

Rev. Mark Pranaitis

Deacon Michael Prendergast

Diane Price

Sarah Quartuccio

Leslyn Quartuccio

Nancy Reed

Ron and Sue Retseck

Mary Ann Richards

Damien Rico

Ruben and Reinalda Rivera

Julian and Lori Robinson

Robert  Rodriguez

Sacred Heart Wanatah

Kathy Sadlowski

Margaret Saliga

Louis and Sally Santellano

Jeff and Marti Sapp

Jennifer Schreiner

Schwerd, Fryman & Torrenga

Kim Shanta

Charles and Chris Shearman

Ronald and Debra Simko

Theodore Sinal

Ted and Ann Sinal

Judith Siroky

Sue Smith

Peggy Snelson

Sound Tide Music School

Sharon Spoon

St. Matthias Parish

St. Teresa of Avila

St. Thomas More Parish

St. Thomas More School

Deacon Joseph and Joyce Stodola III

Jim Sullivan

David and Theresa  Switt

Jan Sypnieski

Eric Szatkowski

Deacon Napoleon and Eslynn Tabion

Francisco and Anna Tamez

Debbie Tatum

Michael Taulia

Marilyn Thiel

Pam Thomas

Paul Thomas

Anne Thompson

Mike Ticich

Jack and Judy Tonk

Mark Topp

Adeline Torres

Rev. Frank Torres

Rev. Joseph E. Vamos

Joe and Kelly Venegas

Bob Verhoeve

Matthew and Milly Virus

Roy and Maria Wallace

Laura Wassilak

Eileen Wayte

Donald Weber

William Werhowatz

Josie Werhowatz-Nieman

Michael and Bianca Wick

Nancy Wilcox

Rita Wineinger

Michele Wise

James Wisniewski

Bob Wistoff

John and Julie Wojcik

Jerry and Kathy Wojkovich

Jerry Wolfe

Jason and Ann Marie 

Woolwine

Agnes Wozniak

Fred and Mary Yates

Kathy Yurechko

Greg and Beth Zagrocki

John ZaKnoun

Joe and Andrea Zaragoza

Robert and Marjorie  Zarik

Martha Zbornak

Jack and Alice Zink

Marlene Zloza
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2017 Board of  Directors, 
Catholic Foundation for Northwest Indiana... 

Bishop Donald J. Hying, Chairman

Theresa Bosak, Vice Chair

Ted Sinal, Treasurer

Kathy Tomasik, Secretary

Liz Metts, Executive Director 

Joe Allegretti

Rev. Brian Chadwick

Rev. Andrew Corona

Mitch Gaffigan

Deacon Tom Gryzbek

James Jorgenson

Diana Murray

Kelly Shikany

Ann Marie Woolwine
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Financial Summary
July 1, 2016-June 30, 2017

 

The Catholic Foundation of Northwest Indiana is pleased to announce our growth to more than $3 million 

in assets.  As a result, our Board of Directors has hired a firm experienced in auditing foundations from 

Indianapolis, Indiana to audit the financial statements of our latest fiscal year-end, June 30, 2017.  We look 

forward to sharing those results with you and will begin to publish audited financial positions in our annual 

reports beginning next year. 
   

Since 2008, 31 different Catholic causes have entrusted their funds to the Catholic Foundation of Northwest 

Indiana; you can find a full list on pages 6 and 7.  These funds are carefully managed by Lakeside Wealth 

Management with oversight and review conducted by our Investment Committee and our Board of 

Directors.  We are blessed to report that these funds have grown to more than $3,600,000 as of June 30, 

2017.  Fund beneficiaries are offered distributions twice per year, some of which routinely take their 

distribution payments to fund their missions while others chose to either defer to a future distribution 

period or reinvest.

During our most recent fiscal year, our investments earned approximately $54,000 in dividends and interest 

with more than $240,000 in other gains, and the Catholic Foundation received $146,000 in contributions 

from individuals and parishes to these 31 funds.

We are blessed and honored to be trusted by the Catholic community of Northwest Indiana.  We strive to 

invest with consideration to Catholic moral teachings and responsible corporate citizenship while keeping 

an eye to prosperity so that the missions of our fund beneficiaries can continue to grow.

Audited financial statements, once finalized and approved by the Board of Directors, will be available for 

review at the Foundation office. 
      

    

 

  

Giving Today to
   Serve Tomorrow



    
For it is

  
in GIVING 

     that 

we RECEIVE
            

                •st. francis of assisi

9292 Broadway • Merrillville, IN 46410 • (219) 769 - 9292 x 290 • www.catholicfuture.org

                                                                                                              Like us on Facebook!

Giving Today to
   Serve Tomorrow


